
              

    welcome to 
           first baptist church
                            lancaster

    meet our
  pastoral staff

 Dr. John K. Beckett           Senior Pastor

 Scott Gatian           Associate Pastor

 Chris Flora    Associate Pastor
             Youth/Young Adult

     meet our associate pastor of 
     youth and young adults

Chris Flora
 Chris was born and raised in Ohio. He then spent a 
decade in Kentucky chasing down an education and more 
importantly, a wife. Chris  married Mindy in 2007 and they have 
four wonderful children (Rylee-6, Ben-3, Millie-2, Zach-1) 
Before coming to Lancaster in January of 2012, Chris  served 
on staff at Hebron Baptist Church in Northern Kentucky.
 Chris has a passion for seeing lives changed by Jesus. 
After a “prodigal son” run, he came to understand the 
necessity of seeing heart change in life if behavior change 
was ever going to happen. He is guided by Colossians 
1:28-29, which is to present everyone perfect in Christ through 
God’s power. 
 Chris has  earned a Bachelor of Science in Psychology 
from Eastern Kentucky University and a Master of Divinity 
from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, where he is 
currently working towards a Doctor of Ministry.
 Always an avid reader, Chris enjoys books ranging from 
Lord of the Rings to How to Win Friends and Influence People  
to anything related to Christianity and church growth. When 
not reading or studying, he can be found either golfing or 
hunting. If the weather is bad and there is no hunting season,  
he enjoys playing guitar and drums. Most importantly, he 
strives to keep family time a priority and invest in his wife and 
children. It has been said that one’s  ministry outside the home 
cannot exceed one’s ministry in the home, and he tries to take 
this thought from idea to behavior each day. 



 meet our senior pastor

Dr. John K. Beckett
     Pastor John and his dear wife Donna celebrated their 52nd  
wedding anniversary on December 9, 2013. They have two 
wonderful children: John, his wife Kelly live in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. Their daughter Amy and her husband Terry, live 
here in Lancaster. Pastor & Donna have four super 
grandchildren - Megan (25), Madison (25), Summer (19) and 
Kessler (19). They have one awesome great-grandson Colten
 Pastor John has pastored for 43 years  serving churches 
in Ohio, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama. He has 
been Sr. Pastor here at First Baptist for the past 25 years.
    He has a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Temple Baptist 
College, a Master of Divinity Degree from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary and a Doctor of Ministry Degree from 
The Southern Baptist Center for Biblical Studies.
 His driving force in ministry is developing meaningful 
relationships with people of all backgrounds; to be able to 
share the message of new life in Christ with them & help lead 
them to a life of biblical based Christlikeness.
 Pastor John’s favorite verses are “Without faith it is 
impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 
believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6). “For I consider the 
sufferings of this  present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18).
 His favorite books are “The Key to Triumphant Living” 
by Jack Taylor, “Unto Full Stature” by Devern Fromke, and 
“The Power of Prayer & Fasting” by Dr. Ronnie Floyd.
 His favorite songs include: “I Then Shall Live” by the 
Prestonwood Baptist Church Choir; “O Holy Night” & “Ten 
Thousand Joys” by Ms. Shirley Riggs.
 Pastor John’s heart’s desire in the Lord is to never stop 
growing as a husband, father, grandfather & great-grandfather 
and pastor. He wants to stay faithful and victorious in the 
pastoral ministry as he watches for the soon coming King!
 

    meet our associate pastor

Scott Gatian 
 Pastor Scott and his wife Gay will celebrate 38 years of 
marriage on July 2nd, 2015. They have two amazing children: 
Matt, his  wife Kallista and daughter Tipton live in near 
Cambridge, Ohio and Rebecca lives in Lancaster.
 Pastor Scott was born in Morgantown, West Virginia. 
He was transferred to Ohio in 1984 by his  company to open a 
new plant in Lancaster. He was a Plant Manager for 15 years.  
Pastor Scott became a member of First Baptist in 1986 and 
was called to the ministry here at First Baptist in 1994. He 
served as our Youth Pastor for 7 years and then became our 
Associate Pastor. 
 He is passionate about organizing the church to impact 
our community, state, nation and world with the message of 
Christ. He loves to teach the Word of God in a way to produce 
“doers” of the Word. He loves  leading a church family that 
experiences God in their daily lives in true worship from 
grateful hearts. 
 His favorite scripture is all of scripture!
 Scriptures that he often walks with are:
 “But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their 
strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, they 
shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 
Isaiah 40:31
 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
Philippians 4:13 
 Pastor Scott’s interest include (his granddaughter
Tipton) music, sports, history, technology and the pursuit of 
dunking a basketball! (It’s a work in progress) 


